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CURRICULUM In Dry Stone

Our rubric for learning to wall starts with 
an introduction to dry stone walling 
where you gain an appreciation for the 
only two forces at play in a dry stone wall; 
friction and gravity. As you gain more 
experience you will learn to use these 
forces to the best advantage.

Our goal is to take you to a place in this 
progression that enables you to achieve 
your goals in stone, whether you are a 
hobbyist, homeowner, landscaper, or 
craftsman.

Our path consists of formal courses, 
experiential walling days, and 

certification. A critical part of learning the 
craft is to practice it. Dry stone walling 
can be simply thought of as a series of 
choices, each of which have implications 
for the next set of choices. Learn the 
skills in a workshop. Practice them on 
your own and in walling days alongside 
other wallers.

The certification process distills your 
knowledge through the pressure of a 
timed test. This serves as a measuring 
stick for your skills and as a mechanism 
to help you make better choices as you 
build.

Progression

Five Levels from Novice to Master
Stone by Stone

Level What You Learn

The basic principles.Introduction (1.00)

A working knowledge of structurally sound 
dry stone construction.

Fundamentals (2.00)

To build a structurally sound and beautiful 
wall that will last decades.

Dry Stone Waller (3.00)

To incorporate advanced structures into 
your walls, and to guide others in walling.

Advanced Waller (4.00)

Mastery of the many choices available to 
the waller.

Master Craftsman (5.00)
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Your Path to Success
Example Progressions

Certification is the fastest way to improve 
your skill as a waller. The goal of passing 
a test pushes you to strive for new skills 
and working efficiencies in a way that no 
workshop or project can. You also open 
up to yourself a great network of certified 
wallers.

Certification DSWA-GB Certification Levels:
Level I (Initial)
For hobbyists and beginning professionals

Level II (Intermediate)
For professional qualification for walling

Batter Frames and String LinesLevel IV (Master Craftsman)
For those seeking mastery of the craft

Level III (Advanced)
For professional wallers, artists, and craftsmen
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Check out the of the common tracks people take. These tracks are typically done over 
several years. If it all seems a bit complicated, start with an introductory course and we think 
you will be hooked! From there you can take additional courses as you are able.

Homeowner or Hobbyist
—

Starting with minimal or 
no prior experience.

Landscaper or Mason
—

Starting with stonework 
experience, but not dry stone 

wall experience

Landscaper, Mason, or Waller
—

Already has extensive dry stone 
walling experience AND has 
worked with certified wallers

1)  1-Day Introductory Workshop

Depending on interest
consider adding in:

2)  2-Day Course with Cheek End

3)  Stone Shaping

4)  Test Prep for Level 1

5)  Level 1 Certification*

1) Contractors Workshop

2) Test Prep for Level 1

3)  Level 1 Certification*

4)  2-Day Course with Cheek End

5)  Retaining Wall Workshop

1) Test Prep for Level 1

2) Level 1 Certification*

3)  Test Prep for Level 2

4)  Level 2 Certification*

5)  Level 3 Certification*

•  Retaining Wall Workshop

•  Steps and Stairs

•  Flagging

•  Feidin and Galloway Walls

Depending on interest and
projects consider adding in:

Depending on interest, projects,
and skills consider adding in:

6)  Test Prep for Level 2

7)  Level 2 Certification*

•  Steps and Stairs

•  Flagging

•  Stone Shaping

•  Feidin and Galloway Walls

•  Feature Build

•  Retaining Wall Workshop

•  Steps and Stairs

•  Stone Shaping

•  Feidin and Galloway Walls

•  Feature Build

* Certification Tests may be taken more than once to achieve passing
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Our introductory courses provide the 
basic tools needed to build a dry stone 
wall. You will learn that stone wall 
building is hard work but not impossible. 
The joy of the work, and the satisfaction 
of a job well done is infectious. You will 
learn five simple rules that enable a dry 
stone wall to stay in place, and much 
more!

An introduction to walling can be taken 
in a single-day or two-day format. Which 
format suits you depends on your level 
of fitness to bend over and lift stones.  
It also depends on your goal. To get 
a taste of what dry stone walling is all 
about, a single day will suffice. To get 

more working experience, two days 
is better. We also offer a women-only 
version of the single-day course.

In either format, the structure of the 
course is the same, beginning with an 
existing wall. You will be working your 
own section of wall, building across from 
and next to, other students. The first step 
is to dismantle the wall, sorting the stone 
as you go and paying attention to how 
it is built. The remainder of the course is 
spent rebuilding the wall.

All of this is done with active individual 
and group instruction. As with all of our 
workshops, each instructor will have no 
more than 8 students.

First Steps

1.00 Level Course Summary

Course # Course Course Description

Learn the fundamentals of building 
a structurally sound dry stone wall 
in a single day.

Introduction to 
Dry Stone Walling

1.10

Learn the fundamentals of building 
a structurally sound dry stone wall 
in a single day in an all women 
environment.

Women’s Intro to 
Dry Stone Walling

1.11

Learn the fundamentals of building 
a structurally sound dry stone wall 
with additional active building 
time. Get introduced to shaping 
stones and other related skills and 
tools.

Two-Day Intro to 
Dry Stone Walling

1.20

4
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This workshop is perfect for the 
homeowner or enthusiast looking to start 
learning about how to build dry stone 
walls. If you are looking to learn more 
before starting to build a wall at home 
or trying to educate yourself before 
hiring someone else to build a wall. 
This is the workshop for you. It is also 
great introduction for landscapers and 
mason’s who are looking to get into dry 
stone walling. This workshop is suited 
to beginners as well as those with some 
previous stone working experience.

Over the course of the day each 
participant will build about 25 sq. ft. of 
wall (one side). Most commonly these 
workshops are taught using round field 
stone. If you learn to build with round 
stone you can build with anything. 

Participants will learn all the basic rules 
of structural dry stone walling that can be 
applied to any type of stone and project.

This workshop will feature hands on 
experience with a free-standing wall, 
like those traditionally used as livestock 
fences and property boundaries. The 
information learned is directly applicable 
to all types of dry stone walls, including 
retaining walls, seat walls, and more

Certified DSWA-GB Instructors will 
guide participants through the process 
of building a dry stone wall. There 
will be no more than 8 students per 
instructor, so there is plenty of direct 
interaction with the instructors. Most 
workshops have 2 instructors with up to 
16 participants.

1.10 Introduction to Dry Stone Walling

DATES FOR 1.10 INTRODUCTION TO DRY STONE WALLING WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$295.00

Format

1-Day
Indoor

$295.001-Day
Outdoor

$295.00

$295.00

$295.00

$295.00

$295.00

1-Day
Outdoor

1-Day
Outdoor

1-Day
Outdoor

1-Day
Indoor

1-Day
Indoor

Date

April 18, 2020

June 13, 2020

July 18, 2020

August 15, 2020

September 12, 2020

October 17, 2020

November 7, 2020

Dummerston, VT

Mont Vernon, NH

Mont Vernon, NH

Mont Vernon, NH

Dummerston, VT

Dummerston, VT

Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.
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$295.001-Day
Indoor

December 12, 2020 Stoneyard
Littleton, MA

$295.001-Day
Indoor

April 5, 2020 Dummerston, VT
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A chance to learn from the women 
in North America who are DSWA-GB 
certified instructors! At The Stone Trust, 
all of our women’s only workshops are 
taught by women wallers.

Some women are nervous about trying 
out dry stone walling which is often a 
male-dominated field. Dry stone walling 
is a field in which women can excel. At 
The Stone Trust we actively encourage 
women to try out dry stone walling 
and become professional wallers. The 
indoor training facility and women’s only 
environment make for a comfortable 
learning environment.

This workshop is perfect for the 
homeowner or enthusiast looking to 
start learning about how to build dry 
stone walls. If you are looking to learn 
more before starting to build a wall 
at home or trying to educate yourself 

before hiring someone else to build a 
wall. This is the workshop for you. It is 
also a great introduction for gardeners, 
landscapers, and masons who are 
looking to get into dry stone walling.

This workshop is suited to beginners as 
well as those with some previous stone-
working experience.

1.11 Women’s Introduction to Dry Stone Walling

DATES FOR 1.11
WOMEN’S INTRODUCTION TO DRY STONE WALLING WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$295.00

Format

1-Day
Indoor

$295.001-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 4, 2020

October 18, 2020

Dummerston, VT

Dummerston, VT

INTRODUCTION TO WALLING Courses

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

6
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The Two-Day Introductory workshop 
covers much of the same material as 
1.10. However, the Two-Day format 
allows for more hands-on time for every 
student. In addition to basic principles, 
basic stone shaping will be introduced, 
using feathers and wedges to split stones 
will be demonstrated, and more time will 
be spent on setting up batter frames and 
string lines. Over the course of the two 
days each participant will build about 35 
sq. ft. of wall (one side). These workshops 

are taught a variety of stone. It could be 
round field stone stone, flat ledge stone, 
or a mix of both. Participants will learn 
all the basic rules of structural dry stone 
walling that can be applied to any type 
of stone and project.

This workshop is ideal for homeowner 
or landscaper seeking a more immersive 
experience and guidance on personal 
projects. This workshop is suited to 
beginners as well as those with some 
previous stone working experience.

1.20 Two-Day Introduction to Dry Stone Walling

DATES FOR 1.20
TWO-DAY INTRODUCTION TO DRY STONE WALLING WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$495.00

Format

2-Day
Outdoor

$495.002-Day
Outdoor

Date

May 23 & 24, 2020

September 26 & 27, 2020 Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

INTRODUCTION TO WALLING Courses

7
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

The art of foundations, through-stones 
and copes is combined with experiential 
learning to craft retaining walls, free-
standing wall ends, and rebuilding historic 
farm walls in this series of courses.

Historic Rebuild workshop students 
will participate in the site preparation 
necessary to rebuild old dilapidated 
walls. The Retaining and Cheek Rebuild 
workshops develop skills needed for 
the majority of walling projects. In each 
of these you will learn batter frame 
techniques that lead to a stronger and 
more beautiful wall.

The five-day Contractors Intensive 
allows practicing landscapers to become 
certified wallers. This five day offering in 
the Winter is conducted inside. The intent 
is to transform practicing landscapers 
into certified wallers. The Contractors 
Intro workshop is also a great way for the 
hardscape professional to start down the 
dry stone path.

Level 1 Certification is a great way to 
benchmark your progress. Testing makes 
you a better waller!

Foundations

8
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

2.00 Level Course Summary
Course # Course Course Description

Students will rebuild a long-neglected farm 
wall. You will learn site preparation, pre-build 
staging, setup and use of batter frames, and 
wall construction. The product of the work-
shop will be a free-standing wall.

Historic Wall 
Rebuild

2.10*

This one-day course is tailored to the hard-
scape professional. The student will learn 
the key walling concepts and will build a free 
standing wall. Similar to 1.11 but caters to the 
needs of landscapers and masons.

Contractors 
Introductory

2.13

This one-day workshop teaches the funda-
mentals of retaining walls. The student will 
sort and stage stone for the build, assist in 
batter frame setup, and build a retaining wall.

Retaining Walls2.20

Each student in this two-day workshop will re-
build a wall cheek (free-standing vertical wall 
end). You will learn to grade and sort stone in 
preparation for a build. You will set up batter 
frames and string lines. This course is intend-
ed as a first hands-on exposure to building a 
square end to a wall. This fundamental skill 
will be leveraged in many features you might 
build in the future.

Cheek Rebuild2.40

Try your hand and shaping stones with 
hammers, chisels, and power tools too! Learn 
techniques and methods for efficiently getting 
stones to break where you want them too.

Introduction to 
Stone Shaping

2.50

This course is intended to provide hardscape 
professionals with working fundamental skills 
for dry stone walling. The student will learn 
proper use of batter frames and stringlines, 
site and material preparation, and wall 
construction. They will rebuild a free standing 
wall, and will then rebuild a cheek. This course 
includes a Level 1 Certification Test on the 
last day.

5-Day Contractors 
Intensive

2.60

Low-cost opportunity for those with workshop 
experience to gain walling experience with 
certified professions on site.

Walling Day2.70*

The student will rebuild a Level 1 test stint 
against the clock. An instructor will answer 
questions and provide feedback at multiple 
points during the day. The purpose of 
this course is to help the student develop 
strategies for building within the test time 
limit while constructing a passing wall.

Level 1 Test 
Preparation

2.80

The successful tester will have walled for at 
least five days and will be able to recite the 
five rules.

Level 1 
Certification Test

2.90

9

* Not Offered in 2020
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

Learn to rebuild old walls with stone at 
hand. There are more than 250,000 miles 
of old stone walls in New England and 
New York state combined. This is your 
opportunity to landscape while restoring 
a small piece of that back to its former 
glory. A key aspect of this workshop 
is learning what to do with the stones 
available on site. This workshop delves 
into stone sorting, shaping, foundation 
preparation, and setting up batter frames 
to much greater degree than other 
workshops.

This workshop is ideally suited to the 
home owner with old walls they want to 
rebuild, and to the professional taking 

on rebuilding historic walls. It is suitable 
for complete beginners and those 
with previous stonework or workshop 
experience. The three-day format allows 
for the complete experience of rebuilding 
a historic wall. Participants may also select 
to take a two-day option (not taking the 
1st day).

Each participant builds 30 to 50 sq. ft. 
of wall (one side). Building styles such 
as Galloway and ssingle stack may be 
introduced and built in addition to the 
more commonly taught double stack wall. 
This will be determined by the available 
stone in the historic wall.

2.10 Historic Wall Rebuild

DATES FOR 2.10 HISTORIC WALL REBUILD WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

n/a

Format

3-Day
Outdoor

Date

Not offered in 2020 n/a

10
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

This workshop is intended for the 
landscaper, mason, or builder looking 
to build dry stone walls. Similar to 
1.10, this workshop will be taught by 
highly experienced professional wallers 
with Advanced or Master Craftsman 
certification. The hands-on building 
portion of the workshop is faster 
paced, making room for discussions 
about pricing and business strategies, 
equipment, and other contractor related 
topics. This workshop is suited to 

beginners and those with previous stone 
working experience.

Over the course of the day each 
participant will build about 25 sq. ft. of 
wall (one side). These workshops are 
taught using round field stone. If you 
learn to build with round stone you can 
build with anything. Participants will learn 
all the basic rules of structural dry stone 
walling that can be applied to any type 
of stone and project, including retaining 
walls, seat walls, and more.

2.13 Contractors Introductory

DATES FOR 2.13 CONTRACTORS INTRODUCTORY WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$315.00

Format

1-Day
Indoor

Date

March 13, 2020 Stoneyard
Littleton, MA

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

When building dry stone retaining 
walls the focus always needs to be on 
structure. This course adds to the basic 
principles in the prerequisite courses. 
Participants will learn how to maximize 
strength for a retaining wall while 
following the basic rules. Foundations, 
drainage, perforated pipe, filter fabric, 
geo-textiles and more are all discussed or 

demonstrated. This workshop is intended 
to give you the information to make 
wise decisions on your own projects. It 
is well suited for both homeowners and 
contractors.

Here in the Northeast, many of the walls 
people are building are retaining walls. 
While all the principles of a free-standing 
wall apply there are additional rules 
and methods to follow when building 
retaining walls. The focus needs to be 
on a sound structure that will last for 
generations. The stone may be round 
field stone or flatter ledge stone. The 
rules and principals learned here can 
be applied to all retaining walls whether 
hand-built or built with large stones and 
equipment.

2.20 Retaining Wall

DATES FOR 2.20 RETAINING WALL WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$315.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 19, 2020 Dummerston, VT

$315.001-Day
Outdoor

September 13, 2020 Dummerston, VT

11

$315.001-Day
Indoor

March 28, 2020 Dummerston, VT
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

Whenever you’re building a wall, sooner 
or later it must come to an end. A cheek 
end is the typical way to end a wall. It 
is also called a wall end, wall head, or 
square end. Cheek ends are a particular 
challenge to build well and structurally 
are the most vulnerable part of a wall, so 
it is important to get it right.

Working as a partner with another 
participant, each pair will dismantle and 
rebuild a cheek end on a freestanding 
wall about 54” tall. The two-day format 
will give participants time to get familiar 
with how to build a cheek end. Setting up 
a frame to guide the build and the stone 

shaping needed to accomplish the task 
are all included. Of particular importance 
is learning to plan ahead so each stone is 
used to its maximum value. The end goal 
of the workshop is for each pair to build 
structurally stable cheek end.

This workshop is ideally suited to the 
contractor or avid homeowner, as well as 
those thinking of testing Level II (3.90) in 
the future. It is a pared down version of 
the Walling Skills Intensive (3.30)

This workshop is often taught 
concurrently with 1.20 so participants 
in that workshop will be rebuilding 
adjoining sections of straight wall.

2.40 Cheek Rebuild

DATES FOR 2.40 CHEEK REBUILD WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$515.00

Format

2-Day
Outdoor

Date

May 2 & 3, 2020 Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

Participants in this workshop will spend 
the day learning about how to shape 
stones for use in dry stone walls. Students 
will be introduced to a variety of stone 
types, and how to work with them. 
Both hand and power tools will be 
demonstrated and used.

The stone shaping will focus on efficient 
practices, learning how to look at a stone 
and judge how to shape it, as well as 
proper use and care of tools. Typical 
types of stone will likely include, granite, 
slate, local quarried schist, a mix of field 
stone, glacial till, and more. Participants 
are encouraged to bring samples of their 
local stone to practice shaping, as well as 
any tools they would like to learn how to 
better use.

While lots of stone and other materials 
will be handled as part of this workshop, 
this workshop will not focus on building a 
wall. The assumption is that participants 
taking this workshop already know at 
least the basics of dry stone walling. This 
workshop will delve into stone shaping 
and to a much greater level of detail than 
workshops that focus on wall building.

2.50 Introduction To Stone Shaping

DATES FOR 2.50 INTRODUCTION TO STONE SHAPING WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$345.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 19, 2020 Dummerston, VT

12
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

This workshop includes 4 days of 
training and the DSWA-GB Level I 
(Initial) certification test on the final day.

The workshop will focus on the 
fundamental knowledge needed by 
professionals to build dry stone walls 
successfully and efficiently.

The training includes 2-days of hands on 
learning, a practice test, stone shaping 
and more.

2.60 Contractors Intensive

DATES FOR 2.60 CONTRACTORS INTENSIVE WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$1,285.00

Format

5-Day
Indoor

Date

March 16 - 20, 2020 Stoneyard
Littleton, MA

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

Walling days are your chance to practice 
walling. This is ideal for people who 
have taken one or more workshops but 
don’t have a place at home to practice, 
or those who need more practice before 
starting their workshop. Informal and fun, 
participants will get to build some wall 
in a well set up environment. At least 
one instructor will be on site to answer 
questions, but this is not a day full of 
instruction.

2.70 Walling Day

DATES FOR 2.70 WALLING DAY

Location Price* (per enrollee)

n/a

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

Not offered in 2020 n/a

Prerequisite: Any 1.00 or 2.00 level course.

13

$1,285.005-Day
Indoor

December 12 - 17, 2020 Stoneyard
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

This workshop is perfect those planning 
to test. Learn tips and techniques to 
help you pass your test. There is nothing 
better than being prepared! This 
workshop differs from typical workshops, 
including previous test-prep workshops. 
Each participant will be building 
substantially more wall, approximately 
the amount required for the test. There 
will be 1 hour of instruction at the 
beginning of the workshop.  1/2 hour 
of instruction mid day, and 1 hour of 
evaluation at the end of the workshop. 
Taking this workshop will not guarantee 

you will pass your test, but our history 
shows that people who take a test prep 
workshop have a dramatically better 
chance of passing.

Building at the speed required is one of 
the hardest things to achieve for wallers 
preparing to test. This workshop gives 
participants the opportunity to do just 
that. Each participant’s wall will then be 
reviewed so that they know what areas 
they need to focus on to improve their 
scores for the test.

2.80 Level 1 Test Preparation

DATES FOR 2.80 LEVEL 1 TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$235.00

Format

1-Day
Indoor

Date

April 25, 2020 Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

Our 2.90 Level 1 course is the DSWA-GB 
Level I (Initial) Certification. This is the first 
of 4 levels of certification offered by the 
DSWA-GB.  DSWA-GB certification is the 
oldest and best administered certification 
for dry stone wallers. It is recognized 
throughout the world.

Each test candidate will dismantle and 
rebuild 27 sq. ft. of free-standing wall 
within a seven hour period. The test is 
done in the presence of examiners and 
must meet minimum Level I requirements 
to pass.

The emphasis of the test is placed on basic 
demonstration of the correct structural 
techniques of dry stone walling. In order 
to pass the wall must be completed 

within the seven hour time requirement. A 
candidate must obtain the minimum mark 
in each section and an overall mark of at 
least 50 out of 100 to receive certification.

Preparing for your test: Depending on the 
amount of experience you have, you may 
need more or less preparation. The Level 1 
test has an average 85% pass rate. 

2.90 Level 1 Certification

DATES FOR 2.90 LEVEL 1 CERTIFICATION TEST

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$350.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

May 1, 2020 Dummerston, VT

$350.001-Day
Outdoor

September 25, 2020 Dummerston, VT

14
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FUNDAMENTALS OF WALLING Courses

Serious hobbyists and professionals 
will find that these workshops provide 
the tools they need to build lasting and 
beautiful walls and features.

Learning the skills needed to build a 
cheek end that meets Level 2 standards 
and other comon aspects dry stone 
construction are the focus at the 3.00 
course level. Topics covered extensively 
include batter frames, stairs, flagging, and 
more.

The Walling Skills Intensive workshop is 
an excellent  way to prepare for Level 
2 testing, and after participating in the 
Walling Skills Intensive workshop, each 

student will be paired with a certified 
instructor as a mentor to aid in the path to 
Level 2 Certification.

Steps & Stairs, and Flagging workshops 
address design elements common to 
many residential projects.

Level 2 Certification is perhaps the 
most difficult jump in the certification 
scheme. In our experience, this is where 
many wallers get off the train. The key to 
success is your personal investment in the 
necessary skills.  It is our recommendation 
that before testing at Level 2, you build at 
least five cheek ends and 50 feet of free 
standing wall. More is better!

Competency

15
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DRY STONE WALLER Courses

3.00 Level Course Summary
Course # Course Course Description

Students will work in small teams to 
assemble stairs. Skills learned include 
proper base preparation, moving and 
manipulating large stone, and design 
principles for steps. You will also learn 
how to integrate steps into other 
hardscape elements.

Steps & Stairs3.10

Students will learn how to prepare 
the base and lay flagging. A variety 
of materials will be used. Shaping 
techniques will be taught.

Fundamentals of 
Flagging

3.20

Students will learn to shape through 
stones and cheek material, assemble 
and use your own batter frame, and 
learn strategies for rapid building, 
and for effective bonding of throughs 
and cheeks to the wall. The goal is 
to build a cheek that passes Level 2 
quality.

Walling Skills 
Intensive

3.30*

Low-cost opportunity for those with 
Level 1 certification to gain walling 
experience, especially building cheek 
ends, with certified professionals on 
site.

Walling Day3.70

The student will rebuild a Level 
2 test stint against the clock. An 
instructor will answer questions and 
provide feedback at multiple points 
during the day. The purpose of this 
course is to help the student develop 
strategies for building within the 
test time limit while constructing a 
passing wall.

Level 2 Test 
Preparation

3.80

The successful tester will usually have 
built a minimum of five cheeks, taken 
the pretest successfully, and will have 
built at least 50’ of wall on their own.

Level 2 
Certification Test

3.90

16

* Not Offered in 2020

Students will be shown different 
methods and materials to build batter 
frames for a variety of situations. Tips 
and tricks will be taught for correctly 
using string lines and how to prevent 
common errors.

Stringlines &
Batter Frames

3.40



D
R

Y
 S

T
O

N
E

 W
A

LLE
R

DRY STONE WALLER Courses

The Stone Trust  •  2020 Course Catalog   thestonetrust.org  •  802.952.8600

This workshop will teach everything 
you need to know in order to build 
strong and long lasting dry stone steps. 
Participants will divide up into pairs and 
work on building several sets of stairs 

in the Master Feature Park. There will 
be variations in materials and methods. 
Learn techniques for moving large stones 
by hand. Layout, dimensions, sourcing 
stones, understanding how to set the 
elevations with a story pole, shaping the 
steps, and integrating them into walls 
will all be included.

Certified DSWA-GB Instructors will 
guide participants through the process. 
The lead instructor will be a DSWA-GB 
Master Craftsman. There will be no 
more than 4 students per instructor, so 
there is plenty of direct interaction with 
the instructors. Most workshops have 2 
instructors with up to 8 participants.

3.10 Steps & Stairs

DATES FOR 3.10 STEPS & STAIRS WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$395.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 25, 2020 Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

Learn the fundamentals of patio 
construction in a fun, energetic, hands-on 
environment. A common part of many 
projects, doing a good job starts with a 
good foundation, and finishes with an 
attractive pattern of stone. This workshop 
will teach you how to do flat-work that 
stays flat and attractive for decades. 

Learn the fundamentals of site layout and 
foundation preparation, and how to use 
specialized tools such as laser levels and 
grade rakes. 

Several different flagging stone types 
will be introduced, along with methods 
of patterning and shaping to achieve an 

attractive layout. Participants learn how to 
work with natural random flagging, shape 
the pieces for a tight fit, and achieve a 
level even finish.

3.20 Fundamentals of Flagging

DATES FOR 3.20 FUNDAMENTALS OF FLAGGING WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$365.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 26, 2020 Dummerston, VT

Prerequisite:  Recommended a 1.00 or 2.00 level course prior.

17

$365.001-Day
Indoor

September 18, 2020 Stoneyard
Littleton, MA
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DRY STONE WALLER Courses

The Walling Skills Intensive (WSI) 
workshop is intended for the 
intermediate waller who desires to test 
for Level 2. You will understand the 
scoring criteria used in the DSWA Level 2 
Certification Test, and you will know what 
areas you personally need to focus on to 
successfully test. Goals for each student 
are:

It is not unusual to fail the Level 2 
certification test. It is a demanding test 
and the skill level improvement from 
Level 1 is substantial. This WSI workshop 
is intended to help more students pass. 

During the WSI workshop each student 
will build a high-quality cheek end in the 
first three days. This will provide you with 
the necessary skills and an understanding 
of the standard you must build to. You 
will execute a 7-hour timed build on the 
fourth day. This will reinforce the lessons 
learned and will benchmark speed and 
quality. Both of these walls will be graded 
and detailed feedback will be provided.  
Wall evaluation and feedback will be led 
by an Examiner/Master Craftsman.

As part of this workshop you will be set 
up with a DSWA-GB instructor to mentor 
you through the process of preparing 
for your Level II test. The mentor will be 
able to review photos of your practice 
work and provide additional tips, 
feedback, and encouragement through 
phone, email, and other communication 
methods.

3.30 Walling Skills Intensive

DATES FOR 3.30 WALLING SKILLS INTENSIVE WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

n/a

Format

4-Day
Outdoor

Date

Not offered in 2020 n/a

• Understand what is necessary to 
achieve a passing Level 2 test stint

• Understand and experience a 
passing quality build

• Benchmark your walling skills and 
speed so that you know what to focus 
your test preparation on

Prerequisite:  2.10 or 2.40 or 2.90

17

This workshop is all about how to build 
and use guides for dry stone walling. 
We will show you different methods 
and materials to build batter frames for 
a variety of situations. Participants will 
split up into small groups to practice 
various techniques. Learn tips and tricks 
for correctly using string lines and how 
to prevent common errors. Learn how to 
determine the appropriate dimensions 
for the walls, correct batter angle, and 
what to do for special features and 
unusual circumstances.

3.40 Stringlines & Batter Frames

DATES FOR 3.40 STRINGLINES & BATTER FRAMES WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$335.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 18, 2020 Dummerston, VT

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

18
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* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

3.70 Walling Day

Walling days are your chance to practice 
walling. This course is only for people who 
are already Level 1 Certified (or higher). 
Informal and fun, participants will get to 
build some wall, and basic features like 
cheek ends, in a well set up environment. 
At least one instructor will be on site to 
answer questions, but this is not a day full 
of instruction.

Irish and Scottish styles will be the focus 
of 2020’s Walling Day. Professial Members 
attend for free!

DATES FOR 3.70 WALLING DAY

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$125.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

April 26, 2020 Dummerston, VT

Prerequisite:  Level 1 Certification (of higher)

This workshop is perfect those planning 
to test. Learn tips and techniques to help 
you pass your test. Nothing beats being 
prepared! This workshop differs from 
typical workshops, including previous 
test-prep workshops. There will be 1 hour 
of instruction at the beginning of the 
workshop. 1/2 hour of instruction mid day, 
and 1 hour of evaluation at the end of the 
workshop. Taking this workshop will not 
guarantee you will pass you test, but our 
history shows that people who take a test 
prep workshop have a dramatically better 
chance of passing.

Building at the speed required is one of 
the hardest things to achieve for wallers 
preparing to test. This workshop gives 
participants the opportunity to do just that.

Each participant’s wall will then be reviewed 
so that they know what areas they need to 

3.80 Level 2 Test Preparation

DATES FOR 3.80 LEVEL 2 TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOP

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$235.00

Format

1-Day
Indoor

Date

April 25, 2020 Dummerston, VT

Prerequisite:  2.90

19

focus on to improve their scores for the 
test.

3.80 is typvically offered concurrently with 
2.80 Level 1 Test Prep.
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DRY STONE WALLER Courses

20

Each candidate will strip down and 
rebuild a section of wall totaling 27 
square feet which incorporates a square 
wall end (cheek end). 27 sq ft is roughly 
equal to a wall 4 feet 6 inches tall and 
6 feet long. (The square footage is 
measured on one face.) The wall must 
be at least 3 feet high, and must be built 
within a period of seven hours.

The work is to be done in the presence of 
two examiners. A candidate must obtain 
the minimum mark in each section and 
an overall total score of at least 69 out of 
115 to merit certification.

The basic principles of construction as 
set out in the Initial Certificate are to be 
followed. In addition, particular emphasis 
will be placed on: line and straightness; 

adequate hearting; selection of stones 
for all parts; batter or camber; correct 
laying of through stones, and secureness 
of cope stones.

You must bring your own material for 
batter frames unless otherwise arranged. 
Setting up your own batter frames is part 
of the test. You must provide your own 
string lines and other tools. During the 
test there is minimal time for shaping 
stone. The stone is fairly hard and has 
already been selected for appropriate 
shapes and sizes. There is additional 
stone if needed.

You must have a Level I certificate before 
you apply for Level II. This is a Stone Trust 
Policy.

3.90 Level 2 Certification Test

DATES FOR 3.90 LEVEL 2 CERTIFICATION TEST`

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$425.00

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

May 1, 2020 Dummerston, VT

$425.001-Day
Outdoor

September 25, 2019 Dummerston, VT

Prerequisite:  2.90
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A core part of our progression to 
Advanced Walling is instruction.  The 
Instructor Certification course provides 
you with interpersonal and leadership 
skills.  These skills are equally applicable 
to teaching workshops and to leading 
crews on a project.

The walling skills needed to achieve 
Level 3 certification are primarily 
developed on either personal or 
professional projects.  Expect to 
build hundreds of feet of wall on your 
progression.

Business Fundamentals for the Waller 
will provide you with tools to win more 
business, and execute your projects 
more profitably.

Advanced Walling Days are an 
opportunity to build features with 
other wallers at one of the Stone Trust 
sites.  This is a great way to learn while 
broadening your connections in the 
walling community.  It also is a great way 
to give back to The Stone Trust.

Artistry

4.00 Level Course Summary
Course # Course Course Description

Learn how to teach dry stone walling. 
This course teaches the needed skills 
to be a successful instructor and group 
leader. Understand learning styles, 
communication methods and more.

Dry Stone Walling 
Instructors Course

4.10

This course will cover multiple aspects 
of creating and operating a dry stone 
wall business. This is a classroom 
course taught by a team of instructors 
versed in business creation, growth, 
and operations.

Business 
Fundamentals for 
the Waller

4.50*

Level 2-certified wallers can gain 
experience working a variety of 
challenging walls and features.

Advanced
Walling Day

4.70*

The successful tester will have built 
at more than 200’ of high quality wall 
on their own. Their work will have 
incorporated a variety of features, 
including features they select for their 
certification. They will also have taught 
at least 10 workshops.

Level 3 
Certification Test

4.90

* Not Offered in 2020

21
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ADVANCED WALLER Courses

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

This is a two part test. Each part is 
registered for and taken separately. We 
recommend getting in touch with us if 
you are considering this test. Part A is not 
a timed test, it is built on the candidates 
own time and therefore must be built 
to a very high standard. Previous test 
candidates estimate that it takes 100 to 
120 hours to build both features (2 to 
3 weeks). Can be done in any location 
and examiners will come to it. The test 
wall consists of a 54 sq ft curved wall and 

an additional 54 sq ft incorporating an 
additional allowable feature.

Once a candidate has successfully passed 
Part A, Part B can then be registered 
for. It is a timed test building 49 sq ft of 
retaining wall in 7hours. Part B must be 
taken within one year of passing Part A 
or the candidate will have to re-apply for 
Level 3. If a candidate fails Part A, they 
must re-apply for this section, submitting 
the relevant fee each time before moving 
on to Part B. 

4.10 Dry Stone Walling Instructors Course

DATES FOR 4.90 LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATION TEST

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$445.00 - part 3a
$425.00 - part 3b

Format

1-Day
Outdoor

Date

May 1, 2020 Dummerston, VT

$445.00 - part 3a
$425.00 - part 3b

1-Day
Outdoor

September 25, 2020 Dummerston, VT

Prerequisite:  3.90

22

4.90 Level 3 Certification Test

DATES FOR 4.10 DRY STONE WALLING INSTRUCTORS COURSE

Location Price* (per enrollee)

$775.00

Format

2 1/2-Day
Outdoor

Date

February 3 - 5, 2020 Dummerston, VT

This certification course teaches how to 
teach. The morning is spent in a lecture/
discussion format, during the afternoon, 
participants take turns leading mini-
teaching sessions. The final morning we 
review everything used for teaching at The 
Stone Trust. This includes setup, tools, 
storage, paperwork, and clean-up.

Even if you don’t plan to teach at The 
Stone Trust, you will find that our methods 
translate where ever you teach. This 
course is tremendously informative and 

fun and is a must for anyone planning 
to teach dry stone walling (or any other 
topic!).

This course is taught by a professional 
educator, not a waller. Its focus is to learn 
clear communication, teaching methods, 
and learning styles. By attending, you will 
become a DSWA-GB certified instructor 
(there is no test to pass). Current pro-
member instructors may attend free of 
charge, and are encouraged to do so for 
a refresher.

Prerequisite:  see thestonetrust.org for qualification details
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True master craftsmen are rare indeed!  
They have demonstrated their skills on 
a myriad of projects. A common trait is 
diversity in their portfolio. Wall and wall 
some more!

The Design Principles for the Waller 
course provides knowledge of adjacent 
domains that can be applied to 
transform a perfectly good wall concept 
into a masterpiece. Topics include 
engineering, artistic aspects of walling 

(such as color, texture and perspective), 
and geology. You will also learn about 
the history of walling and be exposed to 
walling traditions from across the globe.

Each Feature Build workshop is unique 
and attuned to the interest of students.  
It will usually focus on a large installation 
with considerable technical challenges.

Level 4 Certification marks a transition 
point in your path. Master wallers don’t 
stop learning; they just keep amazing!

The Zen of Walling

5.00 Level Course Summary
Course # Course Course Description

This workshop will be held at a 
site conducive to experiencing the 
following topics and will include both 
classroom and field elements. Topics 
covered include: engineering for the 
waller, aesthetics and integration with 
site and architecture, and historic and 
geologic perspectives.

Design Principles 
for the Waller

5.10*

This workshop will be taught by one 
or more master craftsmen and will 
teach advanced skills appropriate to 
the chosen feature. Example features 
may include arches, bridges, dams, 
buildings, and artistic features.

Feature Build5.20

The successful tester will have walled 
extensively for several years. They 
will have walled with multiple walling 
traditions and communities.

Level 4 
Certification Test

5.90**

* Not Offered in 2020

** Please contact us for more information

23



M
A

S
T
E

R
 C

R
A

F
T
S
M

A
N

The Stone Trust  •  2020 Course Catalog   thestonetrust.org  •  802.952.8600

MASTER CRAFTSMAN Courses

* Stone Trust Members get 10% off on all workshops and products. Don’t forget to check the website for early bird pricing.

Looking for more information and hands-
on experience building arches, stiles, 
corners and more? This workshop is for 
you! Our most advanced workshop for 
2020. Participants will be guided through 
the building of several features that are 
relatively common in modern landscaping, 
and are also part of the DSWA-GB Master 
Craftsman Test.

As part of this workshop we will be building 
several arches, a square corner and a 
squeeze stile. Participants will choose their 
preferred feature, and focus on it through 
most of the workshop, but will also be 
introduced to the concepts and techniques 
for all the features being built. Features 
will be built in pairs, working with another 
participant.

A mix of stone will be used, predominately 
level-bedded ledgestone with a mix of 
rounded glacial till and some granite. 
The workshop will begin with participants 
stripping down an existing feature, or 

an existing section of wall where the 
feature will be added. Over the two-
days participants will be guided through 
discussions of what is required to build 
sound features with dry stone construction.

The goal of the workshop will be to build 
structurally sound and attractive features. 
The features being built are part of the 
DSWA-GB Master Craftsman test, the two-
day course length will limit the ability to 
build the features entirely at a passing level 
of fit and finish.

However, the requirements for the features 
as a test piece will be discussed in detail.
This makes 5.20 a great workshop for 
anyone thinking about becoming a Master 
Craftsman in the future.

This workshop is only for those with 
previous workshop or certification 
experience. If you have questions about 
your qualification please get in touch with 
us.

5.20 Feature Build

DATES FOR 5.20 FEATURE BUILD

Location Price* (per enrollee)FormatDate

$520.002-Day
Outdoor

May 2 & 3, 2020 Dummerston, VT

Minimum Prerequisite (ONE or more of the following):  1.20 & 2.50, 2.10, 2.40, 2.90

24
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Become a Member of The Stone Trust!

Membership
Details

Annual Memberships begin on 
March 1st

•

Monthly Memberships begin on 
the 1st of the month

• 

There are no price reductions 
for partial year Annual 

Memberships   

•

Membership registrations 
received after November 1st will 
be applied to the following year

•

There are no refunds for 
canceled memberships

•

Newsletters will start with a 
Summer Edition. Subsequent 

editions will be published 
annually at a minimum 

Basic Membership: $95 per year
For anyone interested in dry stone walls or supporting The Stone Trust

Basic Membership Benefits include:

Professional Membership: $260 per year or $24 per month
Ideal for Certified Wallers

Professional Membership Benefits include all the benefits of Basic Membership plus:

• A professional listing on The Stone Trust’s website, including map pin, contact info, business 
description, and photos*

• Ability to submit photos for the gallery page, calendar, and home page slide shows*
• Ability to see and receive project and job Requests For Proposals (RFPs)*
• May use The Stone Trust logo on their promotional material* (as per TST specifications)
• Free attendance at Walling Days (a $125.00 value per event!)
• 50% discount on pre-tests
• Complimentary copy of The Stone Trust’s yearly Wall Calendar

Corporate Membership: $500 per year or $44 per month 
For quarries, tool and material suppliers, and other businesses

Corporate Membership Benefits include all the benefits of 
Professional Membership plus:

• Corporate listing and link on The Stone Trust’s website, including 
map pin, contact info, business description, and photos

• Select Marketing opportunities to The Stone Trust members and 
customers

• Select Marketing on The Stone Trust promotional items including 
newsletters

• Supporting The Stone Trust’s efforts to promote and advance dry 
stone walling and certified wallers

• Mailed copy of The Stone Trust’s Newsletter with tips, photos, 
news, and business advice

• Mailed copy of Stonechat, produced by Sean Adcock of the 
DSWA-GB (when produced)

• 10% discount on workshops and certification tests (except custom 
workshops)

• 10% discount on all online store and retail purchases

*This benefit is available for DSWA-GB Certified Wallers only

25
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THE STONE TRUST About Us

Located on The Scott Farm in Dummerston, 
Vermont, The Stone Trust Center is home to 
North America’s only indoor dry stone walling 
training and certification facility, housed in the 
lowest level of the farm’s 1862 Barn. Outside, 
the Stone Wall Park showcases all the features 
that wallers can build in the Advanced and 
Master Craftsman tests. Most of our spring, 
summer, and fall courses take place here at 
Scott Farm.

In addition to courses in Dummerston, we also 
offer courses at affiliated Stone Trust sites in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
and Pennsylvania. A number of organizations 
contract with us to teach workshops. Please 
visit our website and/or contact us for more 
information, directions, and information about 
how to get to the Stone Trust using public 
transportation.

The Stone Trust Center

26

The Scott Farm, owned and managed by 
The Landmark Trust USA, is a National 
Register Historic District and has been in 
active cultivation since 1791. This 571-
acre farm demonstrates the viability of a 
sustainable working agricultural landscape 
suited to the particular conditions of 
southeastern Vermont. A Certified Social 
Benefit Corporation (“B Corp”), the farm 
grows over 130 varieties of heirloom apples, 
all ecologically grown and marketed locally 
and regionally. The farm also grows peaches, 
plums, nectarines, pears, berries, grapes, 
cherries and hard to find fruits like quince, 
medlars and gooseberries. The Scott Farm 
Market is open 9-5 from Labor Day weekend 
through the day before Thanksgiving. The 
Farm hosts educational programs and 
workshops and their Event Barn is available to 
rent for weddings and meetings.

The Landmark Trust USA’s, a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit organization, mission is to 
preserve historic properties through creative 

The Scott Farm and
Landmark Trust USA

sustainable uses for public enjoyment and 
education. Four of Landmark’s historic 
properties, available for short-term rental, are 
adjacent to The Scott Farm. These properties 
offer comfortable, affordable accommodations 
in beautiful and convenient settings. Workshop 
participants seeking lodgings, please 
consider a stay at one of the four properties. 
Landmark Trust USA’s philosophy of sustainable 
stewardship relies on the income from short-
term vacation rentals to preserve and maintain 
the integrity of each distinctive building. Your 
stay supports their nonprofit mission, bringing 
new life to heritage buildings.

For more, please write or visit:
info@landmarktrustusa.org
landmarktrustusa.org
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4.10  Dry Stone Walling
Instructors Course

February 3 - 5 (M - W)2 1/2 $775

For more, please write or visit:
info@landmarktrustusa.org
landmarktrustusa.org

27

1.10  Introduction to
Dry Stone Walling

1.11  Women’s Introduction
to Dry Stone Walling

1.20  2-Day Introductory
Workshop

Introduction

Fundamentals

2.13  Contractors
Introductory

2.20  Retaining
Walls

2.40  Cheek Rebuild

2.50  Introduction to
Stone Shaping

2.60  Contractors
Intensive

2.80  Test Prep
Workshop Level 1

Dry Stone Waller

2.90  Level 1
Certification

June 13 (Sat) 2

July 18 (Sat) 2

August 15 (Sat) 2

December 12 (Sat) 1

# of
Days

Cost per 
Person

Affiliate
Locations

Stone Trust Center
Dummerston, VT

1 $295

April 4 (Sat)
October 18 (Sun)

1 $295

May 23 & 24 (Sat & Sun)
September 26 & 27 (S & Su)

2 $495

April 5 (Sun)
April 18 (Sat)

September 12 (Sat)
October 17 (Sat)
November 7 (Sat)

March 13 (Fri) 11 $315

Master Craftsman

April 19 (Sun)
September 13 (Sun)

1 $315

May 2 & 3 (Sat & Sun)2 $495

April 19 (Sun)1 $345

5 $1,285 March 16 - 20 (M - F) 1

December 12 - 17 (M - F) 1

April 25 (Sat)1 $235

May 1 (Fri)
September 25 (Fri)

1 $350

5.20  2-Day Feature
Wall Build

Advanced Waller

May 2 & 3 (Sat & Sun)2 $520

Affiliate Locations

1 Stoneyard
Littleton, MA

2 Mont Vernon, NH

4.90  Level 3
Certification

May 1 (Fri)
September 25 (Fri)

1 $445 - 3a
$425 - 3b

Check thestonetrust.org for schedule updates, early bird pricing, and to register!

Check thestonetrust.org for schedule updates, early bird pricing, and to register!

3.10  Steps & Stairs

3.20  Fundamentals
of Flagging

3.70  Walling Day

3.80  Test Prep
Workshop Level 2

3.90  Level 2
Certification

April 25 (Sat)1 $395

April 26 (Sun)1 $365

April 26 (Sun)1 $125

April 25 (Sat)1 $235

May 1 (Fri)
September 25 (Fri)

1 $425

3.40  Stringlines &
Batter Frames

1 April 18 (Sat)$335

September 18 (Fri) 1

Check thestonetrust.org for schedule updates, early bird pricing, and to register!

March 28 (Sat)


